Bleaching
of stained objects is a major problem in immunofluorescence. (FOrster, 1959; Goldman, 1968; Holborow, 1970; Haaijman, 1977; Schauenstein et al., 1978 Schauenstein et al., , 1982 . , 1971; Schauenstein, et al., 1975; Enerb#{228}ck and Johansson, 1973; Wick et al., 1975) or the addition of various chemicals to the embedding media (Gill, 1978; Giboh and Sedat, 1982; Johnson et al., 1982; Kaplan and Picciobo, 1982; Platt and Michael, 1983 et al., 1975, 1978, 1982) . 
Fluorescence Assays
The antigen-coated beads were labeled with the respective conjugates A mixture ofglycerol/PBS in a 1: I ratio also served as a control (see Table I , no. 0). Measurements were performed on a small drop of the bead suspension directly mounted on a coverslip. See legend to Fig. 3(a that have been previously reported to exert beneficial effects (Gill, 1978; Giboh and Sedat, 1982; Kaplan and Picciobo, 1982; Johnson et al., 1982; Platt and Michael, 1983) did not lead to any Fl increase and had questionable effects on bleaching when analyzed by means of the laser equipment. The high background fluorescence of unstained beads in PPD was, therefore, attributed to the attachment of PPD to the bead surface. Figure  5 shows the effect of storing beads coated with two different antigens. , 1975; Wick et al., 1975; Schauenstein et al., 1978 Schauenstein et al., , 1982 
